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Request for a University Volunteer under UNITeS

Request for a University Volunteer under UNITeS

In collaboration with universities, the United Nations Volunteers programme places volunteers to support Information and Communication Technology for Development. 

All assignments are for a duration of six-months

	1. Requesting Organization

Name:

United Nations Volunteer
1.a. Describe the role/mandate of the organization

The United Nations Volunteers is the UN Organization that supports sustainable human development globally through the promotion of volunteerism and through the mobilization of volunteers. It serves the causes of peace and development by enhancing opportunities for people’s participation. It is universal, inclusive and embraces volunteer actions in all its diversity

Year of establishment

The UNV Programme started in the Philippines in 1981
Size of organization

At the present 4 UN Volunteers are currently serving in the Philippines. Their main areas of expertise are Gender and Rural Development. 183 Filipino International UN Volunteers are currently serving abroad mainly in countries like Afghanistan, Congo, Sierra Leone, Timor L’este and Kosovo

Number of staff

2 IUNVs and 2 NUNVs are currently serving in the Philippines

Other pertinent information

Field of activity Gender and Rural Development



	2. Assignment Terms of Reference

2.a. Assignment title:

2.b. Preamble :

This post is a University Volunteer assignment under the United Nations Volunteers Program and based on the values of free will, commitment, engagement and solidarity, which are the foundations of volunteerism. Volunteering brings benefit to the individual volunteer. It makes important contributions, economically, as well as socially. It contributes to creating social cohesion and capital, through helping to build trust and reciprocity among citizens.

The United Nations Volunteers is the UN Organization that supports sustainable human development globally through the promotion of volunteerism and mobilization of volunteers. It serves the causes of peace and development through enhancing opportunities for participation by all peoples. It is universal, inclusive and embraces volunteer actions in all its diversity. 

Volunteerism is diverse and is embedded in all cultures and traditions. In this context you are encouraged and expected to relate to local volunteerism and to be identified with the concept. You are expected to regard your national colleagues as peers and together uphold trust as volunteers among yourselves and within the communities and the organization you are assigned to.

The local partner in this case is VOICE OF THE YOUTH NETWORK’s! YOUTHINK AND LINK. They believe that the media – radio, TV, newspaper, mobile phones and Internet offers an influential means to inspire, inform and involve youth. A critical component of VOTY’s effort is the use of the Internet to facilitate communication and information-sharing that are once being dominated by a certain youth group.

VOTY has been collaborating very actively at the creation of the UNV Philippines website. The collaboration also extended to the participation of some radio programs where some of the UNV volunteers were promoting MDGs, volunteerism and UNV program.

Its website (www.voty.org) contains information on youth participation; a calendar of local, national and international events; newsletter; relevant links and issues. E-mail discussion groups also enable youth to share what they know and network with one another.

Recently, VOTY has been involved in its initiated YOUTH POWER 2005. The biggest and most prestigious youth event ever in the country. The said event tackled issues affecting the youth with guest speakers from the corporate and the government divisions. Next year, this said event with the help of The Philippines Youth Sphere and other potential organizations will be developing as a Premiere International Summit.

The University Volunteer is expected to be a link between the both organizations, UNV and VOTY, sharing his/her time between the both organizations within the same framework.



	2.c. Detailed Terms of Reference (Please describe in as much detail as possible the services required from the University Volunteer(s) and how their contribution will fit into the organization’s plans.)  

Under the direct supervision of the UNV Program Officer and in collaboration with UN Information and Communication Center and the main partner in the Government, Philippine National Volunteer Service Coordinating Agency (PNVSCA), the University Volunteer will be responsible for the following tasks:

1. Design an online application facility on the local UNV website

2. Update and enhance the design and contents of the local UNV website and the UNV folder in the UNDP intranet. Collect, package, share and disseminate information and publications, research materials via mailing list or as may be requested by groups or individuals, successful stories, news; job vacancies and other updates and have them uploaded to the UNV website and UNDP intranet.

3. Assist in development of Internet forums and Internet research on promotion of volunteerism, particularly on-line volunteerism

4. To promote the role of volunteers in Information Communication and Technology for Development (ICT4D)

5. Update and maintain a database of activities connected to volunteerism and youth and connect with VOTY for collaborations, manpower requests and other needed specialties

6. Be a visiting or regular commentator at VOTY’s Radio Program every Saturday from 12:00 to 13:00 pm. Emphasizing in the Millennium Development Goals of UN.

7. Make a VOTY online mini-website for VOTY’s ICT Project, with secured direction and help from VOTY ICT Director

8. Review VOTY’s Communication and promotion materials and publications and recommend necessary revisions thereon

9. Train staff members of VOTY in the production of Communication and Promotion materials and effective communication skills. 

2.d. Support is requested in the following fields:

( training of staff

( mainstreaming ICT into work process

( training of students

( setting up of networks

( Train-the-Trainers

( curricula development

( Setting up of websites
 ( other:​__Webpage updating________________________



2.e. Is your organization assisted/funded by other organizations/companies:

UNDP, Spanish Government

2.f. Detailed description of the tasks to be carried out by the University Volunteer:

As described in 2.c
2.g. Assignment target (i.e. capacity building impact): Technology transfer and capacity building impact

2.h. Required Volunteer qualification: IT graduate
2.i. Qualification Requirements:

a) Education: 

University degree preferably in IT, programming
b) Language:

English
c) Specific ICT skills:

Networking, Webpage administration
d) Software acquainted with:

Knowledge of Computer use, including Microsoft Office, Adobe Photoshop
e) Additional skills:

Writing, documentation, cross cultural sensitivity, Fluent spoken and written English
2.j. Number of volunteers needed:



1

2.h. Location of assignment:



            Makati City, M. Manila, Philippines
2.i. Planned start of assignment:


            

2.j. Type of accommodation for the volunteer:


2.k. Means of local transport for the volunteer:

Public transport
2.l. What other facilities will be offered to the university volunteer (s)?

The volunteer will have access to desktop in the office, internet connections, fax and telephone from UNV and references from the country.

From the side of VOTY he will be provided with desktop computer, internet, home office and radio facilities, references about the country and its youth as well



	


	

	General Assignment Criteria

Capacity Building and Sustainability of Assignments

The assignments must clearly focus on capacity building on the application of ICT. Assignments concentrating on e.g. ICT product delivery, like set up of a network or creation of a website, without close collaboration with local staff does no qualify as a UNITeS assignment. The target group of a particular assignment should be able to independently apply ICT for their purposes after the University Volunteer leaves. All assignments have a number of common tasks, e.g. ensuring the sustainability of the assignment, further promotion of volunteerism, as well as raising awareness about digital opportunities in the country of assignment. 

Host Organization and Living Conditions

The host organization needs to demonstrate that it will provide a necessary enabling environment for the University Volunteers so they can be productive from the start and sustain a positive performance throughout the assignment. This includes the provision of necessary computing equipment and connectivity, as needed. It also includes the identification of a direct supervisor for the volunteer. Moreover, the host organization needs to provide free and secure accommodation for the University volunteers. 




� UNITeS = United Nations Information Technology Service
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